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Bupivacaine can cause:

+ Excessive plasma levels

+ Restlessness

+ Anxiety

+ Dizziness

+ Tinnitus (ringing ears)

+ Blurred vision

+ Tremors

+ Convulsions

+ Drowsiness

+ Unconsciousness

+ Respiratory arrest

+ Nausea/vomiting

+ Chills

+ Constriction of the pupils

+ Depression of the myocardium

+ Decreased cardiac output

+ Heartblock

+ Hypotension (low blood pressure)

+ Bradycardia (slow heart rate)

+ Ventricular arrhythmias

+ Headache

+ Backache

+ Fecal/urinary incontinence

+ Ventricular tachycardia

+ Ventricular fibrillation

+ Cardiac arrest

+ Urticaria (hives)

+ Pruritus (itchy Skin)

+ Erythema

+ Angioneurotic edema

+ Laryngeal edema

+ Tachycardia (fast heart beat)

+ Sneezing

+ Syncope (fainting)

+ Excessive sweating

+ Eleveated temperature 

+ Anaphylactoid-like symptomatology

including severe hypotension)

+ Persistent anesthesia

+ Paralysis of the lower extremities

Epidural adverse reactions

this post focuses on Bupivacaine 

sources from fda + Hospira manufacturer insert

+ Loss of perineal sensation and

sexual function

+ Paraesthesia

+ Weakness 

+ Urinary retention

+ Loss of sphincter control with

slow, incomplete or no recovery

+ Cranial nerve palsies

Are cardiac and

respiratory arrest safe

adverse reactions for

women in labor? 

What is an epidural?

The following is from the national institute of health

ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK554550/#article-21227.s1

Do patients understand opioids such as fentanyl,

morphine, and oxycodone are used to augment

analgesic effects of local anesthetics? 

https://www.accessdata.fda.gov/drugsatfda_docs/label/2012/018692s015lbl.pdf
http://ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK554550/#article-21227.s1


According to the insert 

According to Stanford Medicine,  71% of pregnant women get epidurals or

other spinal anesthesia.  Why aren't these products evaluated for any

agents that can cause cancer, alter DNA, or affect future fertility?

The following is from the manufacturer insert on the fda website 

W h a t  d o e s  t h a t  m e a n ?
That the manufacturer has not evaluated if the product:

- has carcinogenic potential

- has mutagenic potential 

scopeblog.stanford.edu/2018/06/26/epidurals-increase-in-popularity-stanford-study-finds/

- affects fertility 

What studies have been done?

Why is this product still approved by the FDA to use at term when there

are no adequate and well-controlled studies in pregnant women? 

 Especially with the following sections from the insert: 

According to  the insert ,

Wouldn't these adverse reactions require more safety studies? 

can it prolong labor? 

Yes. According to the insert, it also may increase the need for forceps assistance. 

http://scopeblog.stanford.edu/2018/06/26/epidurals-increase-in-popularity-stanford-study-finds/


What is  forceps?

Why is this important? According to the CDC, 

What about nursing?

cdc.gov/breastfeeding/data/facts.html

71% of women get

epidurals and 60%

do not breastfeed

as long as they

intend. Wouldn't

that be a cause

for further

research? 

additional warnings

https://www.cdc.gov/breastfeeding/data/facts.html


let's look at some of the listed adverse reactions

Cranial nerve palsies


