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Cytotec® (misoprostol)

Sources from fda + Pfizer

Misoprostol can cause:
+ Aches/pains
+ Asthenia (weakness)
+ Fatigue
+ Fever
+ Rigors
+ Weight changes
+ Rash
+ Dermatitis
+ Alopecia (hair loss)
+ Pallor
+ Breast/chest pain
+ Abnormal taste/vision
+ Conjunctivitis
+ Syncope (fainting)

+ Deafness
+ Tinnitus (ringing ears)
+ Earache
+ Upper respiratory
tract infection
+ Bronchitis
+ Bronchospasm
+ Dyspnea (shortness
of breath)
+ Pneumonia
+ Epistaxis (nosebleed)
+ Edema
+ Diaphoresis 
+ Reflux

+ Hypotension/hypertension
+ Arrhythmia
+ Phlebitis
+ Increased cardiac enzymes
+ GI bleeding
+ GI inflammation/infection
+ Rectal disorder
+ Abnormal hepatobiliary
function
+ Gingivitis
+ Dysphagia (difficulty
swallowing)
+ Amylase increase
+ Anaphylaxis

https://www.accessdata.fda.gov/drugsatfda_docs/label/2002/19268slr037.pdf


Cytotec® (misoprostol)

Misoprostol continued:
+ Glycosuria (sugar in the urine)
+ Gout
+ Increased nitrogen
+ Increased alkaline
phosphatase
+ Polyuria (large urine
production)
+ Dysuria (painful urination)
+ Hematuria (blood in urine)
+ Urinary tract infection
+ Abnormal differential

+ Neuropathy
+ Neurosis
+ Confusion
+ Arthralgia (joint
stiffness)
+ Myalgia (muscle
pain)
+ Muscle cramps
+ Stiffness
+ Back pain
+ Anemia

+ Anxiety
+ Change in appetite
+ Depression
+ Drowsiness
+ Dizziness
+ Impotence
+ Loss of libido
+ Sweating increase
+ Purpura
+ ESR increased
+ Thrombocytopenia

Cytotec® (misoprostol) Ingredients

For more info about Cytotec as a labor induction method, keep reading.



https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK539873/

labor induction

Per the manufacturer:



labor induction

Per the manufacturer:

https://www.fda.gov/drugs/postmarket-drug-safety-information-patients-and-providers/misoprostol-
marketed-cytotec-information



why it’s used off label

With the intentional manufacturer warnings about using Cytotec off-label for
labor induction, why is it still used to induce labor?

https://www.cochrane.org/CD001338/PREG_oral-misoprostol-induction-labour

Dinoprostone is FDA approved for labor induction, however be sure to read the
insert for all known adverse reactions.

https://www.cochrane.org/CD001338/PREG_oral-misoprostol-induction-labour

https://www.accessdata.fda.gov/drugsatfda_docs/label/2006/020411s023lbl.pdf

